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Drees & Sommer and German Sustainable Building Council Develop New

Sustainability Certificate for Holiday Resorts

Center Parcs’ Holiday Park Allgdu in Southern Germany has become the first sustainable holiday
resort to be recognized with German Sustainable Building Council (DGNB) Gold pre-certification.
The ‘Resorts’ usage profile is based on the existing system for urban neighborhoods. The pre-
certificate, which was developed jointly by the German Sustainable Building Council (DGNB) and
Drees & Sommer, was presented at the 50th Caravan Motor Tourism (CMT) Holiday Exhibition on

January 18, 2018 in Stuttgart, Germany.

Alyssa Weskamp, project manager and sustainability adviser at Drees & Sommer, explains the
importance of the new usage profile. ‘In comparison with urban neighborhoods, a resort has a
different mix of uses. It is not really residential and the proportion of commercial space is much less.
As a result, it was particularly important for us to develop an appropriate profile.” Unlike individual
hotels, for example, open spaces are much more to the forefront of holiday parks. Taking into
consideration the specific requirements, the project resulted in a unique combination of criteria
from the usage profile for urban neighborhoods and the buildings usage profiles for hotels and
residential buildings. At buildings level, for example, the criteria of thermal comfort, deconstruction
and recycling capability as well as requirements for optimum usage and management are examined.
In relation to the usage profile for urban neighborhoods, on the other hand, criteria such as urban

climate, open space, participation and social infrastructure are relevant.

Park Allgau is committed to sustainability

During construction of the new holiday park in the Allgdu region of Germany, particular attention
was paid to the integration of architecture and infrastructure into the existing natural environment
and landscape. A lot of different sustainability aspects are taken into account on the 180-hectare site
with 75 percent open space — both in its development and in day-to-day operation. Energy is
supplied through a local heat supply system, while well water is used for the swimming-pool. Eco-
friendly construction management through bird's nest facilities and bat boxes is also part of the
measures taken, along with accessibility, environmentally compatible networking, modern waste
management, on-site recycling, eco-sensitive and regional products and cooperation with the WWF.

Park Allgau opens in the autumn of 2018 as the sixth Center Parc holiday park in Germany.
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Drees & Sommer: Your Innovative Partner for Consulting, Planning, Construction and Operation

For over 45 years, Drees & Sommer has been supporting private and public sector principals and
investors in all aspects of real estate and infrastructure. The Group is managed by its partners and
has a workforce of around 2,400 employees at 41 offices worldwide. Its headquarters are in

Stuttgart, Germany.

Economy, quality and ecology are the basic values of Dress & Sommer’s services. The Group calls this

holistic and sustainable approach ‘the blue way’.

Drees & Sommer and EPEA Internationale Umweltforschung (Environmental Research) in Hamburg,
Germany, are jointly committed to the Cradle to Cradle® principle in the building industry, bringing

principals, investors, architects and manufacturers together to promote the approach.
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